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WELCOME!

• Presenter

• Know Now Promoters

• SED Delegates

and most importantly…

• EFL teachers



Plickers and Post-its

What’s your name?

Where do you work?

How long have you been an EFL teacher?

How long have you worked for public schools?

What expectations do you have for this 

workshop?

1. How many students do you work with? 

a) 1-40 b) 41-100 c) 100 - 250 d) +250

2. How many 10th and 11th graders do you work with?

a) 1-40 b) 41-100 c) 100 - 250 d) +250

3. Have you received the Know Now booklet in your school?

a) Yes b) No c) I don’t know.



CONVENIO 1800-2019

• “Implementar una estrategia mixta centrada en la evaluación 
formativa, el reconocimiento de pruebas estandarizadas […] que 
permita a estudiantes y docentes de inglés de grados 10° y 11° […] 
familiarizarse con pruebas que midan el uso del inglés y enfocar sus 
prácticas de enseñanza y aprendizaje a fortalecer las competencias 
comunicativas.”

Fortalecimiento de las prácticas de 
evaluación formativa y familiarización 

con pruebas estandarizadas de uso del 
inglés. 

Ejes de fortalecimiento – Componente 2



Know Now Workshop Series 2019

Date Contents
May 9/10th • How to use Know Now booklet 

• KN Parts 1 – 4

• KN First Diagnostic Test interpretation and 

implementation plan

June 6/7th • Know Now booklet Parts 5 – 7

• Toolbox and activities for implementation

• Know Now App

July 15/16th • Know Now Final Diagnostic Test Follow up

• Gamification

• Other EFL International Tests Preparation 

(APTIS)

• Additional teaching and learning resources



Know Now Workshop Series 2019

Objectives

• To familiarize EFL teachers with the contents, 

structure and tools available in Know Now

• To provide EFL teachers in Bogota with the tools to 

use Know Now as assessment input in their students’ 

learning process and inform their teaching practices



“The art of teaching is the art of assisting discovery.”

Mark Van Doren

• By attending and successfully completing all 

three workshops you will be eligible to 

participate in an incentive plan at the classroom, 

institution and district levels.  

Stay tuned for more 
information.



Today’s Agenda

• Know Now: contents, strategies and tools

• Know Now Parts 1 – 4

• Initial Diagnostic Test

• Interpreting results and establishing an 

implementation plan



Today’s Objective

• At the end of the session, participants will be 

familiar with the contents, sections, strategies 

and tools available in the the Know Now booklet 

in order to inform their pedagogical practices and 

establish an implementation plan for their 

classes. 



Products

At the end of the session, you will have access to and 

know how to use:

• A format to record results of the initial diagnostic test

• A tool to interpret the results of the test and identify areas of 

strength and weakness 

• An implementation plan which accounts for strategies and 

specifics in your classroom



How to Use 
Know Now in 

the 
Classroom?



Know Now

• 2018

• Saber 11 inglés

• 30 hours of classroom work

• 10 hours of independent work

• CSI: Assessment for learning



How to Use Know Now in the Classroom?





What resources are included in Know Now?

• Diagnostic tests (entry & exit)

• Trainings for each part of Saber 11

• Photocopiable answer sheets

• Answer key

• Guiding icons
• Improvement guidance

• Links for further reference and practice (British 
Council material)

• Reference lists of vocabulary and grammar 
(RedAcademica.edu.co)

http://redacademica.edu.co/


Know Now Instructions and Guiding Icons



Classroom Dynamics

• What other classroom dynamics would you include? 



Saber 11 Analysis in the Booklet

• In the booklet, you will be able to find a 
section that presents the contents, 
design, communicative scenarios and 
skills for SABER 11.

• TIP: It is very useful for students to know 
and create their own test taking 
strategies. The more they know about the 
test, the lower anxiety they will feel.



Saber 11 Analysis in the Booklet



Saber 11 Analysis in the Booklet



Why Use Know Now?

• Academic research supports the relevance of test 
taking strategies development for standardized 
tests (Jia-Ying, 2018; Nosrati, 2015)

• Successful test takers are familiar with kinds of 
questions = Test Wiseness (Amer, 2007)

• Developing test taking strategies is a key skill for 
life. Hence, Achieving Skills, Preparing for Life.

• The activities and contents in Know Now can be 
integrated into the standard and DBA in Currículo 
Sugerido



Our Experience in 2018



Time to Practice

• Discuss and answer the questions in 

Worksheet 1 and tell us:

Do you know now?



Achievement Unlocked!

You have discovered the 

most essential elements 

of the Know Now 

Booklet. 

Now, you are ready to 

look at the specifics.

Remember that if you have questions, this is a great time to post them.



Know Now
Parts 1 - 4



Assessment vs. Evaluation

• Talk to the teacher next to you about 

this question for the next 3 minutes:

What’s the difference between 

assessment for learning and 

assessment of learning?



For Learning

• "Esta es de carácter formativo y está 

relacionada con el seguimiento y monitoreo 

que el docente realiza a los estudiantes, lo 

que le permite comprender el progreso de 

éstos en el aprendizaje".

- Ministerio de Educación Nacional de Colombia. “Currículo Sugerido De 
Inglés.” 2016, p. 24



Of Learning

• "Hace referencia a los procedimientos 

por los cuales el docente puede valorar 

el desempeño de sus estudiantes" 

- Ministerio de Educación Nacional de Colombia. “Currículo Sugerido De 

Inglés.” 2016, p. 24



Know Now as Assessment for and of

Learning

• What parts of the Know Now resources, contents and 

structure can provide insights about my students’ 

performance?

• How can I implement a booklet based on a standardized 

test as a language learning opportunity?

• What can I learn about my students from the data in their 

diagnostic tests? What sorts of learning processes and 

language production can I promote in the classroom?



Self-Assessment in Know Now



SABER 11 – Part 1 – Questions and Strategies

• Saber 11 Part 1 evaluates the interactive 
use of English by identifying and 
understanding communicative situations 
through signs.

• You need to identify the communicative 
purposes of 5 signs and the places where 
you can find them. 



P1 – Training Design

• A sign, location information, piece of news or warning 

that relates a person with their environment.

Know Now Traning 1

¿Qué evalua esta sección?

¿Cómo responder este tipo de 

pregunta?

Tips

Refuerce la estrategia

Pruebe sus habilidades en clase

Reflexión final



Score Concept

0 – 2 points

3 – 4 points

5 points

Pt 1 Example and Scoring

• Part 1 Weight: 11%

• CEFR: A1

• 5 minutes



Part 1 Guided Sample



Useful Strategies to Answer Part 1

• Determine the purpose of the sign

• Underline key words and relate them 

to the options in order to discard 

answers.

• What are some signs like the ones in 

Part 1 which your students see 

everyday?



Booklet Additional Resources
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/reading-skills-practice

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/reading-skills-practice




Booklet Activities + Classroom Strategies

• Using the booklet training section (pages 14-17).

• Playing matching games or having a scavenger hunt using 

signs and places around the classroom or the school.

• Using brochures, city tour videos or school signs to show 

and promote the creation of student created examples.

• Brainstorming activity to associate content words to 

specific places.



SABER 11 – Part 2 – Questions and Strategies

• Saber 11 Part 2 evaluates the ability to 

relate everyday vocabulary to simple 

definitions.

• 7 or 8 words need to be matched to 5 

definitions.  



P2 - Questions and Design

• Lexical knowledge of elements within the A1 and 

A2 bands of CEFR

Know Now Traning 2

¿Qué evalua esta sección?

¿Cómo responder este tipo de 

pregunta?

Tips

Refuerce la estrategia

Pruebe sus habilidades en clase

Reflexión final



Pt 2 Example and Scoring

• Part 2 Weight: 11%

• CEFR: A1

• 5 minutes

Score Concept

0 – 2 points

3 – 4 points

5 points



Pt 2 Guided Sample



Useful Strategies to Answer Part 2

• In order to create questions for part 2, 

test designers use open lists of 

vocabulary references and lexical fields: 

redacademica.edu.co/catalogo/cartilla-

know-now-achieving-skills-preparing-life

• Test-taking skill: elimination

https://www.redacademica.edu.co/catalogo/cartilla-know-now-achieving-skills-preparing-life


Booklet Additional Resources

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/vocabulary-exercises

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/vocabulary-exercises




Booklet Activities + Classroom Strategies

• Using the booklet training section (pages 18-21).

• Having a spelling bee contest in class using word 

families.

• Using games such as crosswords, Boggle, Hedbanz, 

Scrabble or Taboo with categories to practice vocabulary.

• Create a picture dictionary.



Spelling Bee Contest



Time to Practice

• Look at the exercise in Worksheet 2 and 

answer it.

How is lexical knowledge in categories 

developed in lessons?



Coffee Break



SABER 11 – Part 3 – Questions and Strategies

• Part 3 of the test evaluates your ability to 

choose the correct expressions to 

respond to short everyday conversations 

and to understand their context.

• 5 short conversations with 3 possible 

answers. Only one answer is correct.



Questions and Design

• It’s necessary to establish who are the participants 

and the purpose of the initial speech act. 

Know Now Traning 3

¿Qué evalua esta sección?

¿Cómo responder este tipo de 

pregunta?

Tips

Refuerce la estrategia

Pruebe sus habilidades en clase

Reflexión final



Pt 3 Example and Scoring

• Part 3 Weight: 11%

• CEFR: A2

• 5 minutes

Score Concept

0 – 2 points

3 – 4 points

5 points



Pt 3 Guided Sample



Useful Strategies to Answer Part 3

• Establish who are the participants

• Underline the initial statement and  

identify context words (i.e. George, 

sad, granny, last week)

• Test taking skill: context clues, phrasal 

verbs, pronouns



Booklet Additional Resources
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/grammar-videos

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/grammar-videos




Booklet Activities + Classroom Strategies

• Using the booklet training section (pages 22-25).

• Using conversation videos from movies or TV shows to 

analyze typical responses and idiomatic expressions.

• Having students create comic strips to use typical responses.

• Playing lottery or bingo so the students find the matches with 

possible questions and responses.



SABER 11 – Part 4 – Questions and Strategies

• Part 4 in Saber 11 evaluates grammar 

and collocation knowledge and the skill 

to identify the correct word in a 

particular context.

• One text with 8 spaces to be 

completed with 1 out of 4 options. 



Questions and Design

• A longer section with a higher weight in the grade. 

Grammar knowledge on tenses, auxiliaries, 

question words, prepositions and linking words 

are common input for the questions here.

Know Now Traning 4

¿Qué evalua esta sección?

¿Cómo responder este tipo de 

pregunta?

Tips

Refuerce la estrategia

Pruebe sus habilidades en clase

Reflexión final



Pt 4 Example and Scoring



Pt 4 Example and Scoring



Pt 4 Example and Scoring

• Part 3 Weight: 18%

• CEFR: A2

• 11 minutes Score Concept

0 – 4 points

5 - 7 points

8 points



Pt 4 Guided Sample



Useful Strategies to Answer Part 4

• You can find a sample of the grammar 

reference used to create Know Now exercises 

in redacademica.edu.co/catalogo/cartilla-

know-now-achieving-skills-preparing-life

• Test-taking skill: predicting

• Use contextual clues in the words before and 

after the space to start discarding options.

https://www.redacademica.edu.co/catalogo/cartilla-know-now-achieving-skills-preparing-life


Booklet Additional Resources
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/quick-grammar

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/quick-grammar




Booklet Activities + Classroom Strategies

• Using the booklet training section (pages 26-30).

• Having a betting contest where the students use credits 

to bet on the best option for a sentence blank.

• Creating a sentence making game with a variety of 

word categories (nouns, adjectives, prepositions, etc.) 

in groups or as a whole class activity.

• Creating a categorizing exercise to take one odd word 

out in a group of words.



Parts 5-7 (Workshop 2)

Part
Number of

questions
Item to evaluate CEFR Level

5: Comprensión de 

lectura literal
7

Identify explicit

information in text
A2

6: Comprensión de 

lectura inferencial
5

Identify the intention of 

the autor and non-explicit 

information

A2-B1

7: Conocimiento 

lexical y gramatical
10

Make the proper use of 

vocabulary in context; 

make the proper use of 

verb conjugations

B1



Achievement Unlocked!

You have seen specific 

strategies for implementing 

and working with your 

students in Parts 1 – 4 

using Know Now. 

Great job!

Remember that if you have questions, this is a great time to post them.



Know Now
Initial Diagnostic Test



Know Now Initial Diagnostic Test

• From pages 5 – 13, you will find the Initial 
Diagnostic Test. This will prove to be a useful tool 
for you to understand your students’ current 
performance levels in each section of the Saber 
11 Test.

• Students have 60 minutes to complete this test. 
Try to replicate normal test-taking conditions and 
make sure they follow the instructions. Clarify that 
this is an initial assessment tool and while they 
should try their best, they shouldn’t stress if they 
don’t know the correct answer to every question.



Instructions



Results Interpretation

Part Need

Part 1: Uso interactivo del inglés Identificar propósitos comunicativos de avisos

Part 2: Conocimiento lexical Conocimiento del vocabulario cotidiano

Part 3: Conocimiento comunicativo Reconocer cuál es el lenguaje adecuado para 

usar en conversaciones 

Part 4: Conocimiento gramatical Conocimiento de reglas estructurales

Part 5: Comprensión de lectura literal Recordar elementos e ideas que expresa el 

autor de forma explícita

Part 6: Comprensión de lectura inferencial Comprender la intención comunicativa de una 

lectura

Part 7: Conocimiento lexical y gramatical Reconocer tiempos y formas verbales

Usar vocabulario de acuerdo al contexto



Plan de Implementación Cartilla 

Know Now

• This is a practical, suggested tool to 

use to help you develop a focused 

strategy to cater to your students’ 

needs according to the results of the 

initial diagnostic test





How to Complete the Implementation Plan

• You will need:
– To have already applied Know Now Initial 

Diagnostic Test with your students

– Have them graded (self, peer or teacher 
corrections are possible if monitored 
properly)

– Complete the Diagnostic 1 Result Format tab 
provided with the Plan de Implementación
Excel file that helps you analyze the results 
at a global and individual scale



Hands-On Practice

• Complete INSTITUTIONAL 

INFORMATION AND PART 1: 

PREPARATION with teacher, sections 

A and B.

• What if I haven’t applied the diagnostic 

test yet?



Scenario 1: You Don’t Have the 

Diagnostic Results Yet.

• Establish the date when you will apply 

the initial diagnostic test. (IP, Part B, 

question 7)

• Try out the formats that you will use as 

input and become familiar with them (you 

can use digital or printed versions of Plan 

de Implementación tabs to do this).



• Digital version (Excel): automatically 
calculates the total score and the average 
CEFR level of the student’s performance. This 
will definitely be useful information later on.

• Printed version (PDF): can be used if you 
don’t have access to the digital version or in 
today’s practice. Remember to use the 
interpretation of CEFR scores on page 59 of 
Know Now to analyze results.



Situation 2: You Already Have the Results.

• Then, you are ready to go!

• Record the results of each student in 

the format (Diagnóstico 1 Tab) 

• Based on the results, complete the 

Plan de Implementación Format.





Useful Conventions in the Format

• The colors are intended to differentiate 
the score ranges. It is important for 
you to make your own conclusions 
based on the results as it will help you 
establish priorities (areas to improve) 
in your implementation plan.

• Use this tool for each of your classes 
separately, since each group may 
show different trends and needs.



Useful conventions in the format

High Priority

Medium Priority

Low Priority



It is suggested that
the name section
be completed in 
this way:
(LAST NAMES + 
NAMES)

Here you will write down the NUMBER scores 
obtained in the diagnosis (only correct answers)

In the digital 
version (Excel), 
these columns 
will be filled 
automatically. 
In case you do 
it in the 
printed 
version, use 
the table from 
page 59 of 
Know Now
booklet for 
CEFR 
reference.



At the end of the list, the digital version will calculate the

average percentage for each component of the diagnosis test

as well as the average score and the CEFR average level for

the course. You will need this information in the next stage.



Back to the Implementation Plan

• Once you have completed the table, 

you can start working in Part C of the 

Implementation Plan.





Time to Practice

• In the next 5 minutes, use worksheet 4 

to create a sample of an 

implementation plan.

• Use the sample information of 

students results to complete the 

format. Choose the information of 5 

students at random. 



Some Examples of Strategies for Part 1



Achievement Unlocked!

You have designed an 

implementation plan to 

use Know Now in the 

classroom and work with 

your students.

That was not an easy task!

Remember that if you have questions, this is a great time to post them.



Workshop 1
Wrap-Up



Implementation Plan Feedback

After looking at your implementation plan, let’s take some time 

to see how they look. Work in groups and answer some 

questions:

• What parts of the test have you identified as High and 

Medium Priority? Why?

• What activities and strategies have you considered in order 

to work on those areas? When will you be implementing 

them?

• Let’s also use our scenario in our worksheet as an example.



Session Overview

• Know Now General Information

• Know Now Parts 1 – 4

• Initial Diagnostic Test

• Results analysis

• Implementation Plan

• Scorecard



Questions?



Workshop 2…What to Expect?

• Know Now Parts 5 – 7 

• Toolbox of strategies and activities to 

use in the classroom based on the 

skills developed by Know Now and 

Currículo Sugerido de Inglés

• Using the Know Now App



Achievement Unlocked!

You have successfully 

completed the first stage in the 

Know Now Workshop Series.

Thank you for your 

participation today and we will 

see you again in June!




